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ENGLISH AND CLASSICS NEWSLETTER JULY 2025: 

YEAR 7 SPELLING BEE 
 

This July, Ms Jacobs held our annual Year 7 Spelling Bee. We were incredibly impressed by our 
students’ aptitude and knowledge of a range of complex words that they had learned over the 
course of the year. Congratulations to our winner Rayan as well as Zara who came second and 
Amar who was a close runner up. You are officially our super spellers!  
 

EMPATHY DAY 
 

Empathy Day was organised between the library and the English Department. Students 
were given the opportunity to watch live videos with authors, read short stories and create 
their own narratives based on what they had read and seen. The aim of the day was to 
encourage students to think about the feelings of others and to learn how to manage 
different emotional situations as well as treating others with sympathy and sensitivity. This 
was our first year celebrating Empathy Day on 12 June with students at Key Stage 3 who 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to consider narratives from different perspectives. A 
huge thank you to Miss Grimston and Mrs Greatrex for organising the event and sharing 

such wonderful resources. 
 

NEWS WISE AT SKY UP 
 
On a very hot Wednesday in July, Ms Jacobs took an amazing group of 
aspiring Year 7 journalists to the Sky studios to learn about media 
creation and to get a sneak peek behind the scenes. They participated in 
a range of workshops to help them develop essential skills such as 
creativity, communication and collaboration whilst also learning how the 
media industry works and how to become creators themselves. It was a 
fantastic and incredibly enlightening experience for them all. 
 

VORACIOUS ABOUT VOCABULOUS 
 

Year 7s have been working on Vocabulous all year and have made astounding progress in terms 
of completing the different levels and learning root words in order to enhance their vocabulary. 
Students can still complete work on Vocabulous throughout the summer as the winners and 
results will be announced at the start of September. At present, it is a closely fought 
competition between 7AE and 7SW. Who will be the winner of this epic battle? 
 

 

WHAT SHALL I READ? 
 

We will announce the winners of our book review competition at the start of next academic year. This gives students 
the opportunity to get reading and submit more reviews over the summer. Summer is the perfect time to read and 
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there are lots of great summer recommended reading available in the library. However, if you are unsure, why not 
look back at some of our recommended reads this year? 
Every month, the English department offer a Key Stage 3 and adult recommended read of the month. You will find 
our recommendations for June and July below. If you would like to find regular recommendations, then follow us on 
twitter: English@Queens’. You can also find further book recommendations on the Queens’ School website: 
https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/ 

https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/
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