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ENGLISH NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2025: 

ASTOUNDING ‘OEDIPUS’:  

On February 5th, Year 12 and 13 Classics students went to see Remi Malek and 

Indira Varma star in a new adaptation of ‘Oedipus’ at the Old Vic. It was an amazing 

and brilliantly original version of the Greek tragedy that gave students a real insight 

into what it might have been like to be part of an ancient Greek theatre audience. 

However, the true star of the show was the chorus, superbly choreographed by 

Hofesh Shechter. Their rhythmic performances accompanied by heart-thumping 

music perfectly epitomised the role of the original Chorus – setting the mood of the 

production and insightfully commenting on the stage action. Students had a 

fantastic time, and it will undoubtedly help with their understanding of this set text. 

A thank you to Ms Kinshuck for organising the event as part of the new Classics and 

Literary Society. 

YEAR 11 MOCKS AND REVISION: 

We have been working incredibly hard to prepare Year 11s for their GCSE over the last 

term including providing them with detailed feedback on the mock exams and creating a 

whole range of accessible Loom videos that are available to watch on the Year 11 

English Revision Google classroom. Videos cover all the major set texts as well as the 

different questions on the reading and writing papers. We are also running regular 

online revision sessions on a Tuesday from 4pm-5pm each focusing on a different 

element of the exam. Everyone is welcome to join using googlemeet and the code 

Englishrevision. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

YEAR 13 MOCKS AND REVISION: 

We have also been focusing on assisting Year 13 students prepare for their final exams with a range of resources 

created for them and detailed feedback on their mock exams including copies of their papers.  

VOCABULOUS: 

Vocabulous continues to be hugely popular and successful 

with our Year 7 students. The aim of the programme is to help 

students recognise root words and understand morphology so 

they are then able to work out more complex vocabulary 

based on this essential knowledge independently. Every Year 7 

pupil has access to the programme. Well done to 7AE for 

being our top performing form so far (closely followed by 

7FX)! 
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HOMEWORK CLUBS 

If any students are struggling with home learning, they can join us at homework club in room 7 every week. 

Key Stage 3: Wednesday 3pm-3.45pm 

Key Stage 4: Thursday 3pm-3.45pm 

COMING UP: 

We have a lot happening still in the final week of this half-term including a performance and workshop by Box Clever 

Theatre Company on ‘Macbeth’ for Year 11 students on Wednesday 12th February and a trip to see Aristophanes’ 

‘Frogs’ performed by UCL students at the Bloomsbury Theatre on Thursday 13th February. There is also a great deal 

happening next half-term from revision sessions to exciting trips to the British Museum and productions of ‘Richard 

II’ and ‘Death of a Salesman’ as well as further plans for film showings. However, your big date for the diary is 

THURSDAY 6TH MARCH – WORLD BOOK DAY! 

WHAT SHALL I READ? 

Every month, the English department offer a Young Adult and Adult recommended read of the month. You will find 

our recommendations for January and February below. If you would like to find regular recommendations, then 

follow us on X: English@Queens’. You will also find our Root Word of the Week here and, if you follow us at 

Classics@Queens’, you can discover our artefact of the week! 

You can also find further book recommendations on the Queens’ School website: 

https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/ 

https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/
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