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QUEENS’ SCHOOL 
Dare to Write 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2024: 

BRILLIANT BOOK REVIEW RESULTS: 

Reading is at the heart of everything we do in the English Department. We are 

incredibly fortunate to have one of the best school libraries in the county and 

students at Key Stage 3 have one lesson in the library every month. They also 

start every English lesson with 10 minutes silent reading where they are also 

encouraged to complete their Reading Journal. One homework every week is to 

read their novel independently for at least 30 minutes and then to complete our 

online book review form so they can share their thoughts with other students. 

This has been incredibly successful this term with nearly 1,500 book reviews 

completed. Congratulations to our top performing forms: 7AB, 8TM and 9FD. A 

particular well done to the following students who have submitted the most book 

reviews in their year. Year 7 – Nigany; Year 8 – Micaela; Year 9 – Rebecca. 

YEAR 11 REVISION: 

Students have been working incredibly hard in the run up to the mock 

exams. We have a range of Loom revision videos available to them to help 

them prepare for all the papers. We have also been running online revision 

sessions every Tuesday from 4pm-5pm. These will continue after the New 

Year and a full programme will be released to parents and students in 

January. In the meantime, we wish Year 11 all the best of luck with their 

mock exams. 

POPULAR POETRY COMPETITION: 

Poetry is a really important part of everything we do in English. 

Students regularly study poems as part of the schemes of work that we 

cover. We also have a poem of the month that we share with students. 

So far we have had ‘The First Time I Wore Hearing Aids’ by Raymond 

Antrobus, ‘How to Cut a Pomegranate’ by Margaret Atwood and 

‘Winter Trees’ by William Carlos Williams. 

This year’s National Poetry Day Competition was on the theme of 

counting giving students lots of scope to exercise their imaginations. In 

conjunction with the library, we had an amazing array of entries that 

were thoroughly impressive and often original. Congratulations to our 

joint winners Aryan and Cecile and to our super second place, Stefan. 

The results were incredibly close.  
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THOROUGHLY EXCITING VOCABULOUS 

Vocabulous is a programme that we use with Year 7 students. The aim of the 

programme is to help students learn root words so that they are able to improve their 

vocabulary and recognise unfamiliar words based on their morphemes (root words). 

Students complete a series of levels over the course of the year and certificates and 

prizes are awarded at the end of the year. The current Year 7 have been enthusiastic 

and diligent in their use of the Vocabulous programme and the results are closer than 

ever this term with many students completing all levels so far and achieving 

numerous stars. Congratulations to our top performing form so far – 7FX (followed 

very closely by 7AE). Keep up the great work Year 7.  

A GREAT GLADIATORIAL EXPERIENCE: 

On the 28th of November, we took a group of Year 11, 12 and 13 Classics students to 

see the new Ridley Scott ‘Gladiator’ movie at the Vue Cinema in Watford. It was a 

fantastic opportunity for students to see a recreation of the Colosseum as well as other 

great buildings from Ancient Rome many of which are studied as part of their GCSE 

Classics Civilisation course. Although not entirely historically accurate, it was a great 

spectacle to watch especially as we had the cinema entirely to ourselves. A huge thank 

you to Ms Kinshuck for organising the first of many theatrical experiences this year. 

BRILLIANT BOOKS TO READ: 

Every month, the English department offer a Key Stage 3 and adult recommended read of the month. You will find 

our recommendations for November and December below. If you would like to find regular recommendations, then 

follow us on X: English@Queens’. You can also find further book recommendations on the Queens’ School website: 

https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/  

  

https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/
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