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 ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2024: 

BOOK REVIEWS AND CLUB: 

September saw the re-launch of the English Department’s book 

review competition. This year the competition will be both inter-

form and inter-house. Just as last year, there will be exciting prizes 

for the most reviews submitted by each form in Years 7, 8 and 9 

and a prize for the individual who submits the most impressive 

reviews. We are incredibly excited to see which house will come 

out as our first group of champion readers. Congratulations to 7FX 

for being the top form so far! 

If you are interested in reading or talking about books, there is a Tuesday Book Club after school in the library from 

3.15pm for Year 7s. 

WRITING CLUBS: 

We have also launched two new creative writing clubs on Wednesdays. 

One for Years 9-13 in room 3 with Miss Grimston at lunchtime and one 

for yYears 7 and 8 in room 4 with Miss Dennis after school from 3-4pm. 

This is a great opportunity to expand your creative writing skills covering 

a range of different forms of writing including plays, film/television 

scripts as well as stories in a variety of genres. 

 

 

VOCABULOUS:  

We are also running our Vocabulous programme again this year 

with Year 7. Students are encouraged to watch a range of 

videos to help them learn root words based on their Latin and 

Greek origins. Inspired by the gods, students work their way 

through a variety of levels to develop their ability to recognise 

new vocabulary from their roots. Congratulations to 7FX our top 

performing Year 7 form so far. Follow English@Queens’ on X to 

see our weekly word of the week. 

 



 
 

                                        

                                   Daring to be Great by pursuing our values of Scholarship, Tenacity, Altruism and Respect 

                                                                                                     

QUEENS’ SCHOOL 
Dare to be Great 

 

HOMEWORK CLUBS 

If any students are struggling with home learning, they can join us at homework club in room 7 every week. 

Key Stage 3: Wednesday 3pm-3.45pm 

Key Stage 4: Thursday 3pm – 3.45pm 

NATIONAL POETRY DAY – POETRY COMPETITION – COUNTING 

This year National Poetry Day was October 3rd. We are running a school wide 

competition to find the best poem. This year’s theme is counting. Why not get inspired 

by listening to Michael Rosen’s brilliant poem around this theme? 

https://audioboom.com/posts/7768041-counting-by-michael-rosen  

If you would like to enter, please submit your entries to either your English teacher or 

Mrs Greatrex in the library. There will be a lower and upper school prize. We are also 

hoping to run an English exhibition at the end of the year where the best entries will 

be put on display. 

POEM OF THE MONTH 

To promote a love for poetry, every month we explore the poem of the month with Key Stage 3 students. This not 

only gets students used to thinking about and interpreting poetry independently but prepares them for these 

elements of the GCSE exam. Here are the poems we have covered so far: 

SEPTEMBER: ‘The First Time I Wore Hearing Aids’ by Richard Antrobus 

OCTOBER: ‘How to Cut a Pomegranate’ by Imtiaz Dharker 

WHAT SHALL I READ? 

Every month, the English department offer a Key Stage 3 and adult recommended read of the month. You will find 

our recommendations for September and October below. If you would like to find regular recommendations, then 

follow us on X: English@Queens’. You can also find further book recommendations on the Queens’ School website: 

https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/ 

 

 

 

 

https://audioboom.com/posts/7768041-counting-by-michael-rosen
https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/
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