
 
 

                                        

                                   Daring to be Great by pursuing our values of Scholarship, Tenacity, Altruism and Respect 

                                                                                                     

QUEENS’ SCHOOL 
Dare to be Great 

 

 

QUEENS’ SCHOOL 
Dare to Write 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER MARCH 2024: 
 

A WONDERFUL WORLD BOOK DAY 

World Book Day remains a very special day of celebration at 

Queens’ and this March 7th was no different. We ran a 

whole range of events to get students enthused with all 

things related to reading. Ms Jacobs created a Mad Hatter’s 

Lunchtime tea party for our top readers in Year 7; Miss 

Grimston ran a form quiz competition; Mrs Greatrex and 

Ms Goetsch have run a special library book café throughout 

the month of March giving students an opportunity to taste 

a range of books in a whole plethora of exciting genres. 

However, perhaps most thrilling of all were the English 

department and library’s endeavours to impress their 

students with their wild and wacky World Book Day costumes. Can you guess the literary characters? It was a 

fantastic day celebrating all things linked to the brilliant world of books. 

A BRILLIANT TRIP TO THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

On March 12th, we were lucky enough to make our very 

first GCSE Classics trip organised by Ms Jacobs and 

accompanied by Miss Wood and the inaugural group of 

wonderful students. We had a fascinating lecture about the 

Parthenon marbles and Panathenaic frieze which are all 

artefacts we study as part of the fascinating Classics 

course. We also had the opportunity to see the astounding 

Bassae Frieze as well as an array of other classic artefacts. 

It really was an eye-opening and enthralling trip with 

hopefully many more such excursions to come. 

A REAL AUTHOR!:  

On February 29th, we were also fortunate enough to be visited by the 

charismatic and inspiring author Sarah Hagger-Holt. She not only ran an 

excellent workshop with a group of Year 8 students but followed this with 

a superb assembly to Year 7 about how to become a writer and what 

inspired her own works. It was a great day for all our budding Key Stage 3 

writers, and we are very grateful for the support and funding of the QPA in 

helping us put on this important event. 
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YEAR 9 OPTIONS EVENING:  

The 12th of March also saw the department in full 

force at Year 9 options evening explaining to our 

budding GCSE students what a GCSE in Classical 

Civilisation involves. We had a huge amount of 

interest and there are clearly some real ancient 

historians and mythological experts in our current 

Year 9. If you would like to find out more about the 

GCSE Classical Civilisation course, please speak to Miss 

Wood or visit our website: 

https://sites.google.com/queens.herts.sch.uk/classical-civilisation-gcse/home  

VOCABULOUS:  

 

Vocabulous continues to be hugely popular and successful with our Year 7 students. 

The aim of the programme is to help students recognise root words and understand 

morphology so they are then able to work out more complex vocabulary based on this 

essential knowledge independently. Every Year 7 pupil has access to the programme. 

Well done to 7TC for being our top performing form so far! 

 

 

YEAR 10 AND 11 MOCK EXAMS 

This term has also been incredibly busy with both Year 10 and Year 11 mocks. Teachers and students have worked 

immensely hard to prepare for and mark these papers to ensure that students achieve the very best results possible 

and receive high quality, personalised feedback. We now have a whole series of Loom revision videos available for 

students to watch on every element of the course that they can access from their google classrooms. Please 

encourage students to use these as much as possible in the run up to those final GCSE exams. 

NEXT HALF-TERM? 

We will be running more online revision sessions on a Tuesday from 4pm for Year 11 students to help them prepare 

for their final exams. We also can’t wait for our trip to ‘Hadestown’! 

WHAT SHALL I READ? 

Every month, the English department offer a Key Stage 3 and adult recommended read of the month. You will find 

our recommendations for March below. If you would like to find regular recommendations, then follow us on 

twitter: English@Queens’. You can also find further book recommendations on the Queens’ School website: 

https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/ 

  

 

https://sites.google.com/queens.herts.sch.uk/classical-civilisation-gcse/home
https://www.queens.herts.sch.uk/students/lrc/reading-lists/
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