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Home Learning Policy


1.	Introduction
 
"Home learning" is the independent learning outside of the classroom environment that clearly links to curriculum aims.  This definition better lends itself to the concept than “homework”.

Home learning activities are designed to be tasks that promote the development of learning rather than repetition of learning.  Students need to take responsibility for their own learning and see themselves as active participants in their progress towards known goals. 

By completing home learning tasks students are encouraged to develop:

· Independent study skills
· Perseverance and self-discipline
· Skills learnt in the classroom through extension and consolidation
· Knowledge and understanding of subject content through independent research and extended learning. 


2.	Principles 

· Time it takes to complete 
· Helpfulness to learning 
· Improving progress 
· Necessity of the task 
· Kind to student well-being 


3.	Home learning tasks

Home learning is designed to develop independent learning skills.  This includes preparing, processing or practicing of the learning from lessons outside of the classroom.  It allows students to consolidate or extend their knowledge and skills.  Home learning tasks should be appropriate to the age and ability of the learners and linked to the current curriculum content.  A clear time frame will be given for the completion of the tasks, with a hand-in date usually at least seven days from when the work is set.


	

Preparation
	This is flipped learning and dictates that a student should prepare in some way to engage in the next lesson. 
· Research
· Reading
· Predicting
· Questioning
· Investigating

	
Process
(Consolidation and deepening)
	These activities are used to consolidate learning that has taken place over time and offer students the opportunity to deepen their understanding, knowledge and passion for a topic. 
· Applying
· Synthesising
· Debating / justifying
· Determining

	

Practice
	These activities ensure that students embed skills — they can be repetitive in nature and common place in subjects like Maths and Languages. 
· Re-visiting
· Revision
· Testing
· Defining
· Classifying



Key Stage Three

· Students should expect home learning activities to take between 3 and 4 hours per week.  As a guide, this will be split across the two week timetable:
· English and mathematics - 2 hours
· Science, Modern Foreign Languages - 1 hour each
· All other subjects - 20-30 minutes each
· They may vary in size and length depending on the task. 
· The activities will not always be marked by members of staff as they may often be designed to prepare students for the next lesson rather than the consolidation of work previously learned.  
· However, the flexibility and nature of home learning may mean that at times home learning tasks can be in the form of written assessments or are marked pieces of work. 
· All work with a tangible outcome will have some form of feedback, for example:
· Teacher assessment
· Self assessment
· Peer assessment
· Online feedback
· Verbal feedback
· A home learning timetable will be provided at the start of the year.  In Year 7, this will show the day(s) in which home learning will be set on Class Charts and the day that we would suggest the home learning is completed.  In Years 8 and 9, this will be a guide to support students’ organizational skills.  The timetable will indicate a suggested day that the home learning be completed, but it may be set on a different day. 
· If students need additional work they should read their private reading book.


Key Stage Four

· Students should expect home learning activities to take between 5 and 6 hours per week.  As a guide, this will be between 80 and 100 minutes per subject per fortnight.  
· In addition, students are expected to complete self-directed independent study (revision) of at least 60 minutes per subject over the fortnight.  This should be Recap, Retain and Recall tasks; for example: the form of wider reading of relevant topics, re-reading and re-learning classroom based work, practice papers, research and skills development for examination preparedness. 
· Home learning may vary in size and length depending on the task. 
· The activities will not always be marked by members of staff as they may often be designed to prepare students for the next lesson rather than the consolidation of work previously learned.  
· However, the flexibility and nature of home learning may mean that at times home learning tasks can be in the form of written assessments or are marked pieces of work. 
· All work with a tangible outcome will have some form of feedback, for example:
· Teacher assessment
· Self assessment
· Peer assessment
· Online feedback
· Verbal feedback
· Home learning should always be relevant and set at an appropriate time, as such there is not a timetable for KS4.


Key Stage Five

· Students should expect home learning activities to take at least 7 hours.  As a guide, this will be at least 2 hours per subject per fortnight.  
· In addition, students are expected to complete self-directed independent study (revision) of at least 2 hours per subject over the fortnight.  This should be Recap, Retain and Recall tasks; for example: the form of wider reading of relevant topics, re-reading and re-learning classroom based work, practice papers, research and skills development for examination preparedness. 
· Students are given independent study periods, so not all of the home learning and self-directed study will be completed outside of school hours.
· Home learning may vary in size and length depending on the task. 
· The activities will not always be marked by members of staff as they may often be designed to prepare students for the next lesson rather than the consolidation of work previously learned.  
· However, the flexibility and nature of home learning may mean that at times home learning tasks can be in the form of written assessments or are marked pieces of work. 
· All work with a tangible outcome will have some form of feedback, for example:
· Teacher assessment
· Self assessment
· Peer assessment
· Online feedback
· Verbal feedback
· Students should build on their organizational skills to create their own home learning timetables, ensuring that deadlines from the individual Google Classrooms are met.



4.	Roles and responsibilities 
 
Heads of Faculty/Department will ensure that: 

· Home learning is being set in line with the expectations through Class Charts and Google Classroom.
· Home learning tasks being set are appropriate to the profile of the teaching groups.
· There is consistency in the styles of tasks being set across the faculty/department.
· Curriculum sequencing takes account of skills and/or knowledge needed for home learning and independent revision.

Teachers will ensure that: 

· Home learning tasks are set using the Class Charts homework function (for Key Stages Three and Four) or Google Classroom Assignments tab (for Key Stage Five) in line with the guidance above.  There should be clear instructions provided (including, if necessary, how the work should be handed in) with the due date and estimated time indicated.  Any links to websites should be included and resources needed should be included and/or hyperlinked to Google Classroom.
· The tasks are discussed with the class during lesson time to ensure clarity of instruction and resolve misconceptions about the tasks.  Links to lesson content should be made explicit.
· Home Learning activities represent a mixture of these three directions over the course of the academic year — there is acknowledgement that in different subject areas one may be more prevalent than another. 
· Students are familiar with the link between skills and command language.
· Students have been taught the skills and/or content necessary to complete the tasks effectively.
· Where appropriate activities are differentiated, inclusive and varied. 
· Where appropriate home learning is signposted in students’ work and feedback is given on all work with a tangible outcome. 
· Persistent non completion is sanctioned in line with the Behaviour for Learning policy for failure to complete Home Learning activities or tasks to the expected standard and on time. 
· Home Learning is: 
· a productive use of time
· helpful to learning, improving progress
· necessary and kind to student wellbeing.  
· planned in advance


Students will ensure that they: 

· Understand home Learning activities, asking questions if they are unsure. 
· Plan and prioritize their time to engage and complete home learning to a standard of which they are proud. 
· Adhere to deadlines. 
· Check Class Charts for Home Learning activities set (at Key Stages Three and Four) or Google Classrooms (at Key Stage Five). 

Parents will ensure that they: 

· Assist their child with planning and organizing of their home learning. 
· Provide their child, where possible, with a suitable learning environment in which to complete their Home Learning, without distractions. 
· Discuss home learning tasks and feedback with their child to encourage conversations about learning.
· Check Class Charts regularly and monitor home learning deadlines (Key Stages Three and Four). 
· Support and encourage their child to complete independent revision and wider reading for pleasure.


5.	Linked Policies
· Teaching and Learning Policy
· Assessment, Marking and Recording Policy
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