
 

  

        

From the Head Teacher… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

   
     SCIENCE 

   COLLEGE 

September 2015 

September 

23rd  QPA Y7 Parent Welcome Evening 

24th  Y10/11 MFL Conference North Hall 

October 

1st  Open Day - school ends 12.30pm 

2nd  Staff training day (holiday for students) 

6th-9th  Y11 Geography Field Trip to Holland 

19th-24th Taiwan Trip 

21st-23rd Y10 Art Trip 

22nd  Y12 Drama Trip 6:30pm 

26th-30th Half Term 

November 

2nd  School restarts 

2nd  Senior UKMT Maths Challenge 

18th  Y13 Parents Consultation Evening 

26th  Y9 Parents Consultation Evening 

30th-4th Y12 Geography Field Trip to Slapton 

 

Please note our Easter Holiday dates for 2016 are different to 

the Herts County dates.   We will be breaking up on Thursday 

24th March 2016 and returning to school on Monday 11th April 

2016. Many of the local Secondary Schools have opted to do 

this and may make a difference if you are trying to book holi-

days.  Term dates are published the school website or you may 

call the main school office for details.  Please always check be-

fore you book any holidays. 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We’ve had a really good start to the term. I think that both students 

and staff have been buoyed up by the excellent examination results 

that we received during the summer. The New Year 7 students seem 

to have caught the positive mood and seem to be settling in very . 

Our new staff also seem to be settling in well. Given the well docu-

mented problems of teacher recruitment we are very pleased to be 

fully staffed with specialist teachers in all departments. 

In the last newsletter before we broke up in July, I referred to some 

of the many achievements of our students during the summer term. 

In August my pride in our students was further enhanced by their 

record breaking achievements in their public examinations. At GCSE 

the results were our best ever, with 80% of students achieving at 

least 5 A*-C grades including English and Maths. At A Level the re-

sults were also outstanding. The A Level pass rate was 99% with 58% 

of A Level grades at A*-B. Thirty students got the equivalent AAB or 

better and particular congratulations go to Rebecca Mackett who 

was awarded a place at Robinson College, Cambridge to read Law.  

Parents will have noticed that the recladding and double glazing of 

the main south side building has not quite been finished. The prob-

lem has been the supply of window fittings from a factory in Belgium 

which closed down for their summer break during the last two weeks 

in August! I have however been assured by the contractors that the 

work will be finished during next couple of weeks. In the meantime 

the students and staff are coping well with what is actually quite a 

minor inconvenience and we are confident that it will be well worth 

it. We know from the impact that we have seen from the same work 

done on the tower block two years ago that this will significantly 

improve the working environment for the students. 

The north dining hall has been a “blot on the landscape” for several 

years and it has been fully redecorated internally over the summer. 

The plan is to add a covered patio area to the front and hopefully this 

will be completed by the end of October half term. We have already 

started putting together our capital bid to the funding agency for 

next year, where the focus will be on replacing the roof of the main 

south side building and on the refurbishment of the technology 

block. 

I’m sure many of you with Y6 children will be visiting us on Open Day 

next week. I look forward to seeing you there. 

T. James 

Headteacher 

ABSENCE LINE 

01923 478234 Years 7-11 (Mrs Gray) 

01923 478217 6th Form  (Mrs Froy) 

Please report all absences by 9.15am on the first day of 
absence. This should be followed up by a letter to the Form 

Tutor when your child returns to school. 



 

SUTHERLAND HOUSE NEWS 

 

DRAKE HOUSE NEWS 

 
Welcome back to everybody and 
especially the three Year 7 Forms – 
the 90 Little Green Babies this year 

are in the capable hands of Mrs Davies (DA), Miss Datoo 
(DP) and Miss Buss (DF)! Particular welcome to new Form 
Tutors, Mr Lower for 8DA, Miss Gannon 8DF, Miss Modes-
ty –Johnson who will help out Miss Steadman with 9DA 
and Mrs Kallah and Mrs Evers who will take care of 11. 
Also, Chapeau to Mrs Knight and Mrs Ezuko (11 DA) and 
Miss Campbell (13DF) who have come to us from Newton 
House. A special Drake welcome to all and of course to Mr 
Foxall who is now Deputy Head of Drake House.  
 
Our Ingleton trip in July was a stunning success and our 
kids were outstanding. Very well done to all our current 
Year 8s  - all the staff were really impressed with you. Next 
summer that would be 90 of us going then! If you want to 
see what we got up to you can have a look @draketrip on 
Twitter. We did have a few students short of walking 
boots, so if parents have any spare or too small pairs that 
we could lend out we would be grateful for them.  
 
On the trip this year’s trophy winners were: Boy of the 
week: Dylan Brooks, Girl of the week: Tea Oldroyd.  Talent 
show winners  were Amelia Young, Erin Aston and Cos-
mina Cutler.  
 
Our Charity Committee has  met under the chairmanship 
of Antony Small to arrange events for this year. We have a 
Sponsored Silence booked in for October and a year 8 
Stayawake for November. Our chosen causes will be se-
lected by the committee but we will be making a donation 
to the Open Air Swimming Pool in Ingleton that is run by 
volunteers. We are continuing with our recycled clothing 
collection with Newton House through “Phil the Bag”. Any 
donations are welcome so sort out the wardrobes and 
bring in any items to the Drake office. 
 

Mr M Swift 
Head of Drake House 

 
 

 

NEWTON HOUSE NEWS 
A warm welcome to all students within the Newton House; I hope you all had a great summer and recharged your batteries 
for a rather long term ahead. Congratulations to all students who took examinations in the summer and achieved their Per-

sonal Best. Farewell to others who have left Queens who are embarking on  different journeys ei-
ther at college or at universities; all the very best to you all. 
 
We are still collecting unwanted clothes and shoes for charity;  we are planning a collection very 

soon so please bring bags to North reception with your name on ASAP. 

Miss Besse 

Head of Newton House 

 
 

A warm welcome to all the new students in Sutherland 
House; Year 7 seem to be settling in fantastically and I 
am already looking forward to tracking their progress 
over the next 5 years. Also, welcome back to all Suther-
land students, and congratulations especially to last 
year’s Year 10 who took their Statistics and General 
Science GCSE’s; last year’s Year 11 who are now our 
Year 12 A level students, and last year’s Year 12, now 
our Year 13’s who will be off and out into the world 
this time next year. Fantastic examination results 
achieved by all - well done. 
 
Please will Year 7 parents keep an eye out for the im-
minent visits letter and reply slip, inviting your child to 
take part in our annual residential trip to Condover 
Hall, in Shropshire. This visit will take place next sum-
mer: Monday 4th to Friday 8th July 2016. Please reply 
early so we are able to book enough places, as last 
year we had to leave several students behind as they 
decided they wanted to go too late. 
 
Congratulations:     

Beth Hoffman (now 10SG) was voted by staff, Suther-
land Student of the Year 2014/15 – yes you Beth!    
                                                                                                           
Dominic Scott-Robinson (now 13SG) was selected for 
the England U18s Basketball squad this summer and 
travelled to Austria in August. The team competed 
against 23 other countries and came 7th overall. Domi-
nic continues to excel in his basketball..... and his A/S 
results were very good too - who says you can’t have it 
all?! 
 

Mrs Griffiths 

Head of Sutherland House 

 



 

AUDEN HOUSE NEWS 

As is now customary, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all back to the start of a  

new school year and to warmly welcome those of you (staff, parents and students alike) who are new to the school.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate the House’s students on their excellent  examination results that 

were borne out of all their hard work and efforts over the years;  and to publically acknowledge the role of their teachers 

and tutors in getting them where they needed to be. In particular I would like to recognise the academic achievements of 

the following  students. 

 

Y10 GCSE: Chelsea Lang & Uddeshya Saini 

Y11 GCSE: Lucy Hart, Owen Dearman & Fraser Martin 

Y12 AS Level: Jessica Moody, Sophie Faulkner & Jamie Hart 

Y13 A level: Harry Cutmore, Adam Collyer, Sophie Gregory & Maria Rodami-Lyster 

I would like to take the opportunity in wishing all of our leavers, the very best of luck in their  future studies and endeav-

ours. 

Auden Alumni: 

Away from the academic front, I would also like to congratulate Dion Pereira on signing a professional contract with 

Watford Football Club. It’s great to see that you’ll still be wearing the “Auden Yellow” Dion, and it goes without saying that 

we wish you every success in your footballing career. 

House Successes: 

I am proud to report the successes of the House’s students on Junior Sports Day, with our Year 9 Boys & Girls winning their 

age groups respective competition, and our Boys winning the overall (Senior & Junior Combined) Athletics Trophy.  

With respect to the House’s fundraising endeavours, I’m pleased to report that the students raised just in excess of £1,500 

which has been distributed amongst Young Carers, The Watford Peace Hospice and Great  Ormond Street Childrens’      

Hospital. I will be travelling to Zambia in October half term to the hand over the football kit that the students have collect-

ed over the past three months. 

Last year was clearly an outstanding year for Auden House in terms of the individual and  collective successes of it’s stu-

dents, and I very much look forward to celebrating a year of  similar success within the House this year.  

 

Mr Michaelides 

Head of Auden House 

School Uniform Update 

DJ uniforms located in Bushey High street now have in stock smaller sizes of the track suits and reversible rugby shirts.  

They will also be introducing PE bags in the 4 House colours from September 2016 so that lost bags will be easier to 

find! Please make sure all of your child’s uniform and PE kit is named so that Matron can return it to them if it’s found. 

The vast majority of our students have returned to school looking extremely smart. Thank 

you for buying correct school shoes and ensuring your children are not flouting our uni-

form rules. If you have any outgrown uniform please hand it in at the school reception. 

The QPA are always very grateful for donations that they can sell on very cheaply. 

Mrs Clarke, Deputy Head 



 

Transport and Car Park Issues 
 
Following on from the Head’s letter about the poor behaviour of a minority of parents in the Met 
Police Car Park and the changes to the bus routes Mullany’s have made some further changes 
to help the situation. Please read the letter below along with the amended timetable on our web-
site very carefully as there are some changes from Monday.   
 
We have also had some very sensible suggestions from parents in particular about car pooling.  
This is a great way to save money and cut down on congestion.  We would urge you whenever 
possible to consider getting together with other parents to organise this. Please contact me if you 
would be interested in setting up a car pooling arrangement with another parent in your area. 
 
Mrs Clarke, Deputy Head 
 

  
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As of Monday 28th September 2015 there are a few changes to 

the Queens’ School bus services. The QS2 will no longer pick up 

from Sheepcot Lane/Severn Way. This will be picked up by the 

QS1. QS1 passengers please note the new time for the stop which can be found on the school website. 

Also the QS2 will no longer pick up from Garston Parade/Garston Lane, or the Meriden Shops, these bus stops 

will be serviced by the QS3. QS3 passengers note new times for the stops as per the school website. 

QS2 passes for the above mentioned changes will be accepted on the QS1 and QS3  

From January 2016 the QS2 will return to its former route with the addition of a pickup on the A405 following 

the timetable below: 

A405 Kingswood shops                           07:36 

Leggatts Way Maytree Crescent           07.39 

Longspring Beechwood Rise                  07.44  

Bushey Mill Lane Tudor Arms P/H        07.50 

Millway Park Avenue                               07.55 

Park Avenue Bushey Mill Lane               07.58 

Queens School Coach Park                     08.15 

 

From January 2016 the QS3 is also being re-timed to pick up at all the current stops 5 minutes later due to the 

fact it is getting to the school too early. 

 

Thank you in advance for your understanding in the current changes to make for a better service for all the 

current routes. 

 

Mullany’s Coaches 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mullanyscoaches.com/gfxlib/fleet/76seat-01.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mullanyscoaches.com/ourfleet08.php&h=232&w=350&tbnid=2RZTtkWqegq0AM:&docid=UFb8LNxJbLsdiM&ei=KccCVvvOCYKHaIbtkfAN&tbm=isch&ved=0CEYQMygfM
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJus38W-jcgCFUdVGgodjrAMBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mullanysbuses.com%2Flinks.php&bvm=bv.103388427,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNH3_5eA_RaAlSQwStL2glJKnucK3g&ust=1443109119


CONGRATULATIONS TO……. 

Jackie Warman 12NE who has been elected as Chair of the Youth Council for Hertsmere .  As report-

ed in the Watford Observer Jackie has been working with the Youth Council for five years.  The Youth 

Council complete projects in and around the community and work closely with the Mayor.  

Laura Hooper 12SV whose hard work has paid off as she has gained selection for the UEFA U17’s Eu-

ropean qualifiers in Estonia and has been made Captain of Arsenal Ladies U17’s team.  

Tom Collyer 11SG was member of the GBR sailing team at the Open Champi-

onships in Niewpoort in July and he came 2nd overall (and 1st GBR boat).  At 

the World Championships in Italy Tom won 2 races and finished 5th overall.  

Rounding off the summer at the National Championships in Torquay Tom won 

another 3 races and finished 3rd overall. A fantastic summer of sailing! 

 

Well done to all of you. We’re really proud of you! 

 

 

APPEAL FOR UNWANTED TECHNOLOGY APRONS 

The Design and Technology Department would welcome donations of no longer needed Food and Re-

sistant Materials aprons.  These can be used within the department or sold as second hand.    

Mrs Cummings, Head of Technology 

 

 

COMBINED CADET FORCE 
 

The Combined Cadet Force has restarted for students in Year 9 and upwards. It gives students the 
chance to take part in a fantastic range of activities. 
 
Activities this year will include: 
 
9th Oct—Rutland Adventure training weekend 
26th Nov—Shooting Camp 
21st Jan– Crowborough Field trip 
24th Mar—Snowdonia Adventure 
28th April—RAF Hendon field day 
 
Year 8 students will get the opportunity to sign up in 
June next year. 
 
Mrs Dombey 
Head of CCF 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://woodbridgeschool.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/ccf-boots.jpg&imgrefurl=https://woodbridgeschool.wordpress.com/2012/06/23/ccf-inspection-photos/&h=667&w=1000&tbnid=UC6MhlK9jxcAAM:&docid=5xDHw5QP4eVUOM&ei=sMMCVsL


The Modern Languages Department 

Launches the DOUBLES CLUB for all 

dual linguists 

Every Friday-1.30pm-2pm 

Bienvenue! Willkommen! Bien-

venido! 

Location: Room 72 

 Hang out, eat your lunch and chat in French/

 German/Spanish with your fellow linguists 

 Watch  modern  French/German/Spanish 

 music videos 

 Discover the amazing benefits of studying 

 two languages to GCSE and beyond 

 Earn an enamel MFL badge 

 

Contact person: Mr Papageorgiou 

 

KS3 Cooper Award July 2015 

 Huge congratulations to Aaliyah Gayle 9NI who won the KS3 Cooper Award 

 in July 2015. The Cooper Award recognises effort and achievement and   

 allows the Learning Support Department to highlight the students who 

 have a consistently hard work ethic and positive attitude throughout the 

 term. A number of other students effort and commitment was also            

 recognized with the presenting of certificates.    



www.samlearning.com 
 

At Queens’ we are continuously evaluating ways to raise the achievements of 
our students. To this end we have renewed our subscription to SAM Learning 
Secondary. SAM Learning is a flexible online teacher and learning resource, 
featuring extensive revision, homework and exam preparation activities. SAM 
Learning has been independently proven to raise grades for students who use it 
regularly.  One of the key features of this service is that it can be accessed 
from virtually any computer or tablet with Internet access - and other schools 
who use it report significant usage outside the core school day as students 
increasingly take control of their own learning.  
 
To access the service at www.samlearning.com, students need three details: 
Centre ID: WD23QS 
User ID: Date of birth followed by two initials; first name then last name.  
Example: 010896DJ is the User ID for David Jones born 1st Aug 1996. 
Password: Initially same as User ID, Learners are encouraged to change this to something difficult to 
guess or work out. 
Remember that independent research has shown that 10 hours of access time has a positive effect in in-
creasing student attainment. So we do hope that you will encourage your son/daughter to take full ad-
vantage of this facility. 
 
Mr Flanagan 
Director of Science 
 
 

STUDENT PLANNERS AND READING BOOKS 
 

All students should now have planners as the supplier has rectified 
those with the wrong dates inside. Please send your child to          
Accounts if they have not yet collected their planner. This year we 
are having a real drive on improving our communication with par-
ents and we ask that you sign the planner every week and make 
comments if there is anything you would like your child’s Form Tu-
tor to be aware of. Form Tutors will be signing planners weekly and 
will be using them to communicate with you much more. 
 
All students also need to have a reading book in school at all times. 
They will be expected to read silently whilst planners are being 
signed. We are focusing on improving literacy this year and there is 
no better way to do this than to encourage a positive attitude to 
reading. 
 
 

iWOOD 
 

Most parents are aware that we have a fantastic Outdoor Classroom and this is now being used more and 
more. All Year 7s have a lesson up there every week and Year 11s also do a unit of PSE up there. Please 
can you ensure that your child brings a coat on the days of their iWood lesson. 
 
Miss Taplin, iWood Co-ordinator 

http://www.samlearning.com/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.adobe.com/captivate/files/2013/01/Picture1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.adobe.com/captivate/2013/01/book-review-adobe-captivate-6-essentials-and-beyond-essentials-by-kevin-siegel.html&h=1281&w=1288&tbnid=o


QUEENS’ PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

When my son started at Queens’ in Year Seven, I was adamant that I would not get involved in the QPA, 

as having been the Vice Chair and Secretary of his Infant School PFA for 8 years, working full time and 

helping with the administration of a local football team, I simply did not have the time!  I assumed that a 

school such as Queens’ with 1500 plus students would have a QPA with many members. 

When my son was in Year 8, I decided to venture along to one of the QPA’s Monday evening meetings – 

really with the idea of stealing some fundraising ideas for my younger son’s PFA which I was still involved 

in.  I was quite shocked to find a small group of 8 or 9 parents.  They were pleased to see a new face and 

very welcoming and so I got involved – it was hard not to. 

I think what few of us Queens’ parents realise is how lucky we are that our children are part of such a 

high achieving, multi-cultural school that offers our children a huge variety of activities and opportunities 

both in and out of school.  We also have no comprehension how very little budget schools receive to pro-

vide equipment and resources to children and how these budgets do not stretch to extras and that is why 

the QPA is such an important part of the school.  Those few parents on the QPA work tirelessly providing 

refreshments at various school events, sell second hand uniform, run quiz nights to raise money that 

have funded a huge variety of things from sports equipment, netball kits,  benches outside the 6th form 

block, MFL books and equipment for Design and Technology to re-stringing school guitars. 

If more parents got involved and helped, not only would we have new and fresh ideas of events to run, 

but as they say, many hands make light work, and we could raise more than the £6000 a year we do cur-

rently and purchase even more resources for our children’s benefit .  If you really cannot spare a few 

hours to attend meetings, offer your help at such events, encourage your child/ children to buy raffle tick-

ets or buy a cake or come as a family to the quiz night.  Another easy way to support the QPA is by signing 

up to Easy Fundraising.  See www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/qpa for more detail and sign up and 

then when you shop online you earn money for the school. 

If your child is anything like mine – getting any information from him is challenging, so another really pos-

itive aspect of being part of the QPA, is you meet other parents and also get to hear about what is going 

on at the school in terms of plans and ideas for improvements and fundraising.  Currently the QPA is 

working with the school on refreshing the North side pond so that it is an active pond which can be used 

as a study aid by the Science and Geography departments.  The QPA has contributed £300 towards this. 

I am not sure what the future of the QPA is, as several of the long standing members have children com-

ing to the end of their time at Queens and without new people joining, I fear fundraising events will not 

happen and that would be sad for both the school who really need the additional funding and the chil-

dren who benefit from the things we help buy. 

The QPA meets the first Monday of every month on the north side, in classroom 52.  Come along and 

help support your child’s time at Queens School.  Any questions, you can contact the QPA at 

qpa@queens.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:qpa@queens.herts.sch.uk


 

 

 

Thank you,  

… to everyone who has already and continues to contribute to the fund. Queens’ have been able to fi-

nance and support projects that have made a difference to all the students. 

What projects are planned for this year? 

This year, one of the projects we would like to invest in is more outdoor equipment and seating for the 

students. For example, for every six new donors a new bench could be purchased. 

Has the Development Fund been able to help with projects in the past? 

Yes, some of our past projects have happened through requests made by Student Voice. These have in-

cluded: erecting a canopy to create an outside eating area, picnic tables for the outside area, additional 

signage to help students and visitors to find their way around Queens’ School, 3 new minibuses and IT 

equipment in the new RS block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you join at anytime? 

Yes, it’s never too late to join. 

How can you contribute ? 

We ask for a standing order for £5.00 a month, which once set up, will run for the duration of your child’s 

education at Queens’ School. Forms are available from the Accounts Department or through the school 

website. 

A £60 ‘one-off’ donation can be made through Wisepay or by cheque made payable to Queens’ School 

Development Fund. 

Any questions?  

Please contact the Accounts Department for further information. 


