
A Level Reform 
You may already be aware that over the last the last 18 months, the government have undertaken a 

major review of A Levels which have resulted in some significant changes to the current system.  

However the fine detail of these reforms is still unclear at this stage and the specifications for some 

of the subject syllabi are still in draft form.  Consequently the details in this booklet may be subject 

to some amendments over the year, as we acquire a clearer and more definitive picture of how the 

reforms will take shape.  This booklet does however, provide a very good overview of how the Sixth 

Form operates and the variety of subject choices and extra-curricular activities that we offer.  We 

will of course, make sure that you are fully briefed of more detailed specifics on the Sixth Form 

taster week on June 25th and 26th 2015. 

The reforms will make A Levels full two year courses with all the exams taken at the end of year 13 

rather than splitting the A Level, under the current system, into two exams with AS level exams in 

year 12 and A2 level exams in year 13.  One year AS Level qualifications will still be available in these 

subjects.  However these reforms will have a staggered introduction with some starting the new 

courses in September 2015 and others starting in September 2016.  Those subjects starting the new 

courses in September 2016 will continue on the old model where the A Level is split over the two 

years into AS and A2. 

In order to make the transition as simple as possible, the subjects that are changing in 2015 have 

constructed their courses so that they will teach the one year AS qualification in year 12.  Students 

will sit these exams in the summer along with their exams in their other subjects.  In this way, all the 

subjects will follow the same path.  Once the results have been published in August, students can 

then choose which subjects they want to convert to full A Levels in year 13 and which ones they 

want to keep as AS Level qualifications.  The only real difference the staggered introduction will 

make is that whereas the AS exams taken in the old unreformed subjects count towards the final A 

Level grade and will not be re-examined in year 13, in the new reformed subjects they will not count 

and these exams will be taken again in year 13 should students wish to take the subject on to 

complete the whole A Level.  The table below explains: 

 First teaching 2015 First teaching 2016 

Subject English Literature 
English Lit/Lang 

Science 
History 

Psychology 
Art and Design 

Sociology 
Business Studies 

Economics 
Computing 

 

Geography 
PE 

Religious Studies 
Spanish 
French 

German 
Maths 

Product Design 
Drama 
Textiles 

Food 
Music 
Politics  

Examination AS Examinations only count if the 
subject is dropped at the end of year 12 

so it becomes an AS qualification. 
If taken on into year 13, the year 12 

exams do not count and will be sat again 
in year 13. 

AS exams count towards the final grade 
and are not retaken in year 13. 



 

 

 

Advantages of Model Disadvantages of Model 

 Simple to implement 

 No major timetable adjustments 

 Students can acquire AS Level 
qualifications so are not disadvantaged 
at universities. 

 Students can make more informed 
choices 

 A safe way to hold back until the 
implications of reforms are more fully 
known. 

 Cost of paying for two lots of exams not 
insignificant. 

 This model does not apply to English. 

 Although the HOD’s from the reformed 
subjects have been consulted and say 
this will work, except English, this 
model is based on draft specifications 
of the AS level syllabi which have not all 
been accredited.  If they are not 
approved and the AS syllabi are 
different, this model won’t work. 

 The interruption of doing exams in year 
12 is not in keeping with the new A 
Level two year course. The courses 
were designed without a potential 6 
week interruption for revision and 
exams and this time will be lost by our 
students who may be disadvantaged 
against students in other schools 
following full A levels. 

 


